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TWO MARYLAND ROBOTICS TEAMS TO COMPETE AT 
A NATIONAL LEVEL 
Teams Seek Support from Regional Technology Companies 
TECHBRICK TACTICIANS (FLL 1) HAS 

BEEN INVITED TO THE US OPEN 
CHAMPIONSHIP IN DAYTON OHIO 

 
 
Five months of hard work in programming, building and research 
resulted in two awards at the MD State Tournament and an 
invitation to the US Championships in Dayton, OH on May 7-9, 
2009 where they will compete against the best 60 teams in the 
United States. 
 

 

TECHBRICK FTC TEAM 7 HAS BEEN 
INVITED TO THE WORLD 

CHAMPIONSHIP IN ATLANTA 

 
 

Three successful state tournaments (MD, DE, and NJ) that  
resulted in two awards has qualified our team for the World 
Championship in Atlanta GA on April 16-18 where they will 
compete against the top 100 FTC teams in the world and will  join 
10,000 other world-class young engineers, ages 7-18, from 30 
countries, competing in three programs. 
 

 
 

Fundraising Goal: $5800 Fundraising Goal: $8000 
We are looking for support from regional companies for this opportunity. We’d like to go with a long 

list of MD companies as sponsors. We know the business climate is tough for companies of all sizes. 
All we are asking for is a micro-donation from any Maryland company interested in fostering 

technology education. Just $250 or more from 60 companies will take us to both tournaments. 
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Sponsorship Form 
 
DONATION DESIGNATION (check on or both) 
 Please apply $______  to the FIRST LEGO League trip to the Ohio National Championship.  

Goal: $5800 
 

 Please apply $______ to the FIRST Tech Challenge’s trip to the Atlanta Worlds.  
Goal: $8000 

 
TOTAL ENCLOSED  $_________________ 

Return Completed Forms and Checks to. 
Marco Ciavolino 
TechBrick Robotics 
1603 Belvue Drive 
Forest Hill, MD 21050 
410.838.8264 
marco@techbrick.com 
 

Make Checks Payable to “Enktesis, LLC” and 
designate “Ohio/Atlanta Funds” 
 
Given the very near dates of the events we would 
appreciate a response mailed to arrive before April 10, 
2009. 

 
 
Company Name:  _________________________________________________  
 
Contact Name ____________________________________________________  
 
Phone __________________________________________________________  
 
Email ___________________________________________________________  
 
Address 1 _______________________________________________________  
 
Address 2 _______________________________________________________  
 
City ____________________________________________________________  
 
State ___________________________________________________________  
 
Zip ________________________________  
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We are looking for support from regional & national companies for our robotics and 
engineering club. TechBrick is a robotics club formed for home school students in Harford and 
Baltimore County. After five years we have more than 100 active registrations with a monthly 
attendance of 25-40 children. This year we will have four competition teams that meet weekly 
with 30 children and 5 adult coaches. We have numerous participants in math, science, and 
engineering tracks while in high school or early college attendance. 
 
Why this program is critical to your company’s future. 
The club runs under a program called FIRST, founded 15 years ago by Dean Kamen (of Segway 
Scooter fame). His goal was to create a program in which young students with a strong interest in 
technology and engineering could get the same type of encouragement that students get in 
organized sports. 
 
The Program Has National Support and Value 
Dean Kamen has achieved his goal. FIRST now has more than 200,000 global participants with 
programs serving children ages 7-18. More than one hundred colleges offer scholarships to 
students who have participated in a FIRST program. Many of the participants who started at the 
beginning are now employed by these corporations.  
 
The FIRST program and competitions provide one of the best platforms for young people 
to get excited about the challenges and rewards of engineering. They are pushed to the limit 
on every level: project management, design, research, testing, strategic planning, and more. I 
expect to look back four or five years from now and see many of our early participants in the 
workplace providing the innovative solutions we need to maintain our competitive edge. 
 
Over the past four years we’ve enjoyed support from local companies. Our program has 
grown and so have our needs. Both our elementary-school and high-school teams may make it 
to the nationals in Atlanta. With more tournaments, more travel, and more equipment, we need 
the financial assistance of local companies. 
 
I encourage you to take a few minutes to consider our request. 

1. Scan the TechBrick documents. It will give you an overview of TechBrick and FIRST. 

2. Browse around our www.TechBrick.com, www.USFIRST.org and www.FIRSTLEGOLeague.org. You’ll catch a glimpse of 
the excitement that is FIRST and TechBrick Robotics. 

3. Then consider assisting us in our work to develop future engineers.  

What does sponsorship mean? As a sponsor you will be listed on our website seen globally by more than 300 visitors per day, 
included in all literature and marketing materials handed out to each team at our events, acknowledged in email newsletters, displayed, 
when possible, on our robots, and you’ll have the long-term satisfaction of helping build the next generation of engineers and technical 
leaders. 

I look forward to hearing from you. Please call me with any questions you may have. 

Marco Ciavolino, Lead Mentor / 410-838-8264 / marco@techbrick.com   

Debbie Dininno, Team Mentor, FLL 
Barbara Hruz, Project Mentor FLL 
Anne & Dave Mayers, Team Mentors, FLL 
Chris Hoppel, Lead Mentor FTC 
Tracey Klein, Lead Mentor, State Director, JrFLL 

Nick, Joshua,  Taber,  Kaia,  Malea, John, Michael, Doug, Nate, 
Jonathan, Cole, Ollie, Ryan, Alie, Caitlin, Andrei, Nathan, Kevin, 
Nathan, Emily, Jordan, Kaitlyn, Stephen, Bethany, Henry, Charlie, 
Kade, Rachael, John, Mark, KC, Andy, Jonathan, and Zach. 
 
Future Engineers and Leaders 

 

Who Supports US First? 
 

National Contributors 
Global corporations including, Boston 
Scientific Corporation, Baxter International, 
Inc., DaimlerChrysler Corporation Fund, 
Dean Kamen’s DEKA Research and 
Development Corporation, Delphi 
Corporation, General Motors Corporation, 
Johnson & Johnson, Kleiner Perkins Caufield 
& Byers, Motorola, Inc., XEROX Corporation, 
Autodesk, and Innovation First have given 
their support to the national program.  
 

State Contributors 
The Maryland program, hosted by UMBC 
has had the support of BAE Systems, Booz 
Allen Hamilton, Comcast, Log.Sec 
Corporation, National Defense Industrial 
Association, ORSA Corporation, SAIC, and, 
Tri_S, Inc. 
 

Local Sponsors 
The Better Hour, Broadway Appraisal 
Company, Madonna Veterinary Clinic, 
Wittstadt & Wittstadt PA, State Farm Agent 
Shirley Brunkhorst, Quiznos Sub of Bel Air, 
Consolidated Printing, WRBS 95.1 FM, Red 
Brick Station, Senator Nancy Jacobs, 
*enktêsis, Justin Kase Conder Photographer, 
Jacobs Environmental, American Scale & 
Equipment, RedBag Solutions, Canale 
Graphix, MainBrain 

http://www.firstlegoleague.org/�
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What is TechBrick? 
TechBrick is a robotics club formed for home schoolers in Harford and 
Baltimore County. After five years we have more than 100 active 
registrations with a monthly attendance of 25-40 children and parents (who 
are encouraged to stay and participate). This year we will have four 
competition teams that meet weekly with a total of 30 children and 5 adult 
coaches. You can see some of what we’ve been doing at 
http://www.techbrick.com 
 
Accomplishments: 
Seven state tournaments, three awards for engineering, team spirit award 
for group efforts, world championship participation. 
 
Our Goals 
 Understand teamwork and the benefit of complementary skills.  
 Learn how to keep excellent project records.  
 Gain expertise in core project management skills and methods.  
 Experience the hard work of funding our projects through external support resources.  
 Focus on a successful solution to a challenge. 
 
2008-09 Challenges 
FTC (First Tech Challenge)  
Jr High through High School 

FLL/JFLL (First Lego League & Junior First Lego League)  
Ages 5-15 

 
A sophisticated materials-handling challenge that requires teams to corral, 
manipulate, and place movable targets and work in cooperation with other 
teams. Teams use a new TETRIX robotics system for free-form building. 

 
A comprehensive challenge that teaches children about global climate 
issues and options for the future of our world. The task involves research, 
robotics engineering, technical reviews, and teamwork interviews. Teams 
use the LEGO NXT robotics system. 

2008-09 Teams 

    
JrFLL 

Nick, Joshua,  Taber,  Kaia,  
Malea, John, Michael 

 

FLL Team #1 
Doug, Nate, Jonathan, Cole, Ollie, Ryan, 

Alie, Caitlin, Andrei, Nathan 
 

FLL Team #1809 
Kevin, Nathan, Emily, Jordan, Kaitlyn, 

Stephen, Bethany, Henry, Charlie, Kade 

FTC 
Rachael, John, Mark, KC,  

Andy, Jonathan, Zach 

 
Fund Usage 2008-09 and beyond: Given the growth of the club and its reach we need to move ahead with organizational 
and logistical investments. These include, but are not limited to, creation of a non-profit organization, procurement of 
equipment including club-owned laptops and related hardware, additional education resources including parts and 
curriculum courses, expanded global outreach, and future development work on plans to create a regional robotics center. 
 

http://www.techbrick.com/�
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FIRST is Innovation 
 
FIRST was 
founded in 
1989 to inspire 
young people's 
interest and 
participation in 
science and 
technology.  
FIRST stands 
for “For 
Inspiration and 
Recognition of 
Science and 
Technology.” 
Based in 
Manchester, NH, the 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit 
public charity designs accessible, innovative 
programs that motivate young people to pursue 
education and career opportunities in science, 
technology, engineering, and math, while 
building self-confidence, knowledge, and life 
skills.  

FIRST is Participants (2007-08) 
 
JFLL-Junior FIRST LEGO League 

1000 teams in the US.  
3510+ students involved  
10+ teams in MD and DC.  

 
FLL-FIRST LEGO League 

9250 teams worldwide 
7000 in the US and Canada  
462 events in 45 countries  
92,500 students  
24,000 volunteers  
In the US, 63 Championships and 250+ 
Qualifiers  
70 teams in MD and DC. 64 teams 
competing at the FLL Maryland State 
Championship on Jan. 20, 2007 at UMBC. 

 
FTC-FIRST Tech Challenge 

1000  teams (apx 6,000 students). 
23 Affiliate Partners  
10+ teams in MD and DC.  

 
FRC-FIRST Robotics Competition 

1319 teams (apx 20,000 students) 
24 teams in Maryland 

 
Founder, Dean Kamen, in Atlanta, 

addressing the 2007 World 
Championship participants. 

FIRST is Scholarships 
Many colleges offer attractive 
scholarships to FIRST participants. 
 
Colorado State University-Pueblo Pueblo, CO 
Arizona State University Tempe, AZ 
ASME  
Boston University Boston, MA 
Clarkson University Potsdam, NY 
Cleveland Institute of Art  Cleveland, OH 
College for Creative Studies Detroit, MI 
Colorado Technical University-Denver Denver, CO 
Daniel Webster College Nashua, NH 
DeVry University  
Drexel University Philadelphia, PA 
Eastern Michigan University Ypsilanti, MI 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University Prescott, AZ 
Fairleigh Dickinson University Teaneck, NJ 
Ferris State University Big Rapids, MI 
Florida Atlantic University Boca Raton, FL 
Florida Institute of Technology Melbourne, FL 
Georgia Institute of Technology Atlanta, GA 
Grand Valley State University Grand Rapids, MI 
Hampshire College Amherst , MA 
Henry Ford Community College Dearborn, MI 
Hofstra University Hempstead , NY 
Idaho State University Pocatello, ID 
Illinois Institute of Technology Chicago, IL 
ITT Technical Institute (combined)  
Kansas State University  Manhattan, KS 
Kettering University  Flint, MI 
Lake Superior State University Sault Ste. Marie, MI 
Lawrence Technological University  Southfield, MI 
Marquette University Milwaukee, WI 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology Cambridge, MA 
Mercedes-Benz USA LLC  
Michigan State University East Lansing, MI 
Michigan Technological University Houghton, MI 
New Hampshire Technical Institute  Concord, NH 
New Jersey Institute of Technology Newark, NJ 
Northeastern University Boston, MA 
Ohio State University Columbus , OH 
Olin College of Engineering  Needham, MA 
Oregon State University  Corvallis, OR 
Pennsylvania College of Technology Williamsport, PA 
Phil Clancy Scholarship  
Polytechnic University Brooklyn, NY 
Purdue University/Delphi Corporation West Lafayette, IN 
Raytheon Company  
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute Troy, NY 
Rochester Institute of Technology Rochester, NY 
Schoolcraft College Livonia, MI 
Society of Women Engineers Houston, TX 
Southern California Regional Robotics Forum  
Spring Arbor University Spring Arbor, MI 
Temple University  Philadelphia, PA 
University of Arkansas-Little Rock Little Rock, AR 
University of California-Davis Davis, CA 
University of Central Florida Orlando, FL 
University of Delaware Newark, DE 
University of Denver Denver, CO 
University of Hartford West Hartford, CT 
University of Illinois-Chicago Chicago, IL 
University of Kansas  Lawrence, KS 
University of Massachusetts Lowell Lowell, MA 
University of Michigan/Delphi Ann Arbor, MI 
University of Minnesota Minneapolis, MN 
University of Missouri-Kansas City Kansas City, MO 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln  Lincoln, NE 
University of New Hampshire Durham, NH 
University of Rochester Rochester, NY 
University of South Carolina Columbia, SC 
University of Southern California Los Angeles, CA 
University of Toronto Toronto, ON 
University of Waterloo Waterloo, ON 
Virginia Commonwealth University Richmond, VA 
Washington State University  Pullman, WA 
Washtenaw Community College  Ann Arbor, MI 
Wayne State University Detroit, MI 
Wisconsin Lutheran College Milwaukee, WI 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute Worcester, MA 

FIRST is Sponsors 
 
Local Sponsors of our Team 
The Better Hour 
Broadway Appraisal Company, 
Madonna Veterinary Clinic, Inc.  
Wittstadt & Wittstadt, PA 
State Farm Agent Shirley Brunkhorst 
Quiznos Sub of Bel Air 
Consolidated Printing 
WRBS 95.1 FM, Baltimore 
Red Brick Station, Whitemarsh, MD 
Senator Nancy Jacobs,  
*enktêsis 
Justin Kase Conder, Photographer 
Jacobs Environmental 
American Scale & Equipment 
RedBag Solutions 
Canale Graphix 
MainBrain 
 
Maryland State Competition 
Event Sponsors 
University of Maryland, Baltimore 
BAE Systems 
Booz Allen Hamilton 
Comcast 
Dynamic 
Log.Sec Corporation 
National Defense Industrial 
Association 
ORSA Corporation 
SAIC 
Tacoma Park Middle School 
Tri_S, Inc. 
 
National Founding Sponsors 
of FIRST 
Boston Scientific Corporation 
Baxter International, Inc. 
DaimlerChrysler Corporation Fund 
Dean Kamen, DEKA Research and 
Development Corporation 
Delphi Corporation 
General Motors Corporation 
Johnson & Johnson 
Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers 
Motorola, Inc. 
XEROX Corporation 
Autodesk 
Innovation First 
 

FIRST is Training Our Future Engineers and Technical Innovators 
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TechBrick Regional and Global Reach 
More than 80 families representing 300+ household members are registered for our 6x per year meetings. 

 
 
In the last five years we’ve had more than 70,000 visitors from more than 40 countries who have downloaded hundreds of 
thousands of documents. TechBrick has provided dozens of resources, worksheets, and study guides for the annual 
challenges that are used by teams globally. 
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